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'W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Jr., Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary
of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), 455. 2Ibid., 52.
3Perhaps Paul used the generic term “neighbor” to indicate that the principles here can have wider
application than just to the issue under discussion. “Paul did not explain here how to “edify” (build
up) a “weak” brother. One essential is to give him patient, loving instruction as his understanding
grows. *Early Christians considered Psalm 69 a messianic psalm. Itis quoted in several other passages
(In. 2:17;15:25; Acts 1:20; Rom. 11:9, 10). °Adapted from Charles Hodge, Romans, The Crossway
Classic Commentaries (Wheaton, I11.: Crossway Books, 1993), 378. "The Greek text has simply “the
God of perseverance and encouragement.” This could refer to characteristics of God (the God who
perseveres and encourages), but the context better fits the idea that these are blessings God gives
us. $The AB and the MSG also use the word “harmony” in verse 5. °Leon Morris, The Epistle to the
Romans (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 502. '°Many translations
have “you” instead of “us.” Bruce M. Metzger wrote, “The reading OVuOg [humas, plural “you”],
which has superior and more diversified support than the reading Nuwalg [hemas, “us”], is in harmony
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with the other instances of the second person plural in the context (verses 5-7)” (Bruce M. Metzger,
A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 2d ed. [New York: United Bible Societies,
1994], 473). The meaning of the passage is basically the same whether “us” or “you” is used.

"Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian
Literature, 3d ed., rev. and ed. Frederick W. Danker (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000),
1030. "’For the most part, the passages are from the Greek translation of the Old Testament (the
LXX). 3See 2 Sam. 22:50. *“Sing” is from ydAA® (psallo), which in the New Testament means
“to sing praises” (The Analytical Greek Lexicon [London: Samuel Bagster & Sons, 1971], 441).
Instead of “praise,” several translations have “sing praises” or some-thing similar (NIV; JB; NCV).
1%Morris, 506. '7Jim McGuiggan, The Book of Romans, Looking Into The Bible Series (Lubbock,
Tex.: Montex Publishing Co., 1982),419. '$Bauer, 805. '°R. C. Bell, Studies in Romans (Austin, Tex.:
Firm Foundation Publishing House, 1957), 176. 2°G. Fitzer, “tolmad,” in Theological Dictionary of
the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. and abr. Geoffrey W. Bromiley
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 1183-84.

2IReminding is an important part of the work of a preacher or teacher, but it is also important to
make reminders fresh and pertinent. One should try not to say the same things in the same way over
and over again. >*Paul performed many miracles (Acts 13:6-12; 14:3, 8-10; 16:16-18; 19:11, 12).
23Vine, 682. 2The province of Illyricum was roughly the area covered by Serbia and Montenegro
(both formerly parts of Yugoslavia) and a portion of Albania. >*Vine, 21. **Since 1966, the Star
Trek series has presented science fiction stories about space travelers on a mission “to boldly go
where no man has gone before.” ?’Reuel Lemmons, “111,400,000 People and One Preacher,” Firm
Foundation (3 July 1956): 426. *8John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for
the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, I11.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 385. ’Bauer,
873. 3%“But now, I am going” indicates that his departure was imminent.

31“Contribution” is from xowv@vio (koindnia). Giving money is one way we share in
supporting the work of the Lord (see comments on 12:13). *?Bruce Barton, David Veerman, and Neil
Wilson, Romans, Life Application Bible Commentary (Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers,
1992), 283. 3¥Macedonia and Achaia were the northern and southern provinces of Greece. Philippi
and Thessalonica were cities in Macedonia; Corinth was a city in Achaia. **Among those who
accompanied Paul when he took the gift to Jerusalem were two men from the province of Asia (Acts
20:4). One of these was from Ephesus (Acts 21:29). 3*Perhaps Paul was referring to the fact that
the Gentiles were allowed to share in blessings originally promised to the Jews. Jewish rejection
of the gospel resulted in the gospel being taken to Gentiles (see comments on 11:17, 30, 31).
3Douglas J. Moo, Romans, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan
Publishing House, 2000), 497. 3'To use a common expression, Paul wanted to “seal the deal.”
3F. F. Bruce, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, 2d ed., The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 14. ¥*Moo, 495. A well-known
reference to Tarshish is Jonah 1:3. ““William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, rev. ed., The Daily
Study Bible (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975), 3.

#“Merrill C. Tenney, New Testament Survey (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1961), 308. “**Fullness” is from TANpouo (pléroma). Again, this term carries
no idea of “full number” (see comments on 11:25, 26a). “*The KJV and the NKJV have “the
gospel of Christ.” #Paul often asked his readers to pray for him (2 Cor. 1:11; Eph. 6:19; Col. 4:3;
1 Thess. 5:25; 2 Thess. 3:1). ¥*This is one of many verses in the New Testament that refer to all
three members of the Godhead: God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit (see Mt. 3:16, 17; 28:19; Rom. 8:9,
11; 1 Cor. 12:4-7; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 2:18; 4:4-6; 1 Pet. 1:2; Jude 20, 21). *°Adapted from Moo,
490. “"Barton, Veerman, and Wilson, 284. “*Luke said little about the contribution in the account of
Paul’s travels and activities in Acts. “’This suggestion posed physical and spiritual danger; but Paul,
eager to be “all things to all men” (1 Cor. 9:22), agreed to it. A fuller explanation of this incident
is given in David L. Roper, Acts 15—28, Truth for Today Commentary (Searcy, Ark.: Resource
Publications, 2001), 283-89. Instead of “disobedient,” some translations have “unbelieving” or
the equivalent; but the Greek word amel0éw (apeithed) means “disobedient.” Once more, Paul
showed the importance of having an obedient faith.
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31Bell, 183. *2Vine, 157. 3See the discussion of citizenship in David L. Roper, 325-29, 333-37.
**Hodge, 387.3°1 Clement 5.7.°0n his second missionary journey, Paul wanted to go to the province
of Asia, but the Spirit would not allow it (Acts 16:6). Later, at the end of that journey, Paul briefly
visited Ephesus in Asia (Acts 18:19-21). He returned to Ephesus on the third journey and worked
there for a few years (Acts 19:1, 10). ¥’Charles Sheldon, In His Steps (N.p., 1896; reprint, Nashville:
Broadman Press, 1935). **In the 1990s, the question “What Would Jesus Do?” (abbreviated WWJID)
became popular among religious teenagers in the US. However, most knew little or nothing about
Sheldon’s book. *This lesson is based on a lecture I presented at the Sixth Annual Fort Worth
Lectures in 1983. °Graphé is the noun form. The verb form ypa@ (graphd) is found more than
190 times in the New Testament and is generally translated as “write”” or something similar.

%I This is also true in the KJV. ©?H. E. Dana and R. E. Glaze, Jr., Interpreting the New Testament
(Nashville: Broadman Press, 1961), 22. ©In this method, the original intent of the writer is ignored.
The message of the document is turned into “an allegory” that conveys some other message. This
method says much about the thinking of the interpreter, but little about the intent of the original
author. **Some Jews were embarrassed by the miraculous elements of the Old Testament. They
“allegorized” those elements and made them “myths,” hoping thereby to make God’s Word “more
palatable” to educated Greeks. Some today still try to “explain away” the miracles of the Bible.
%Plymouth, a town in southeastern Massachusetts in the US, is located on Plymouth Bay. This
was the site of the first permanent European settlement in New England. ®In the original text, the
phrase translated “Search the scriptures” in the KJV can be translated as imperative (“Search the
Scriptures™) or indicative (“You do search the Scriptures”). Earlier in this study, I used the passage
in the indicative mood (quoting from the NASB); here I use it in the imperative mood (quoting
from the KJV). ¢’Dana and Glaze, 38. ®*“Hermeneutics” refers to the art and science of interpreting
the Bible. “Eleanor L. Doan, “Read It Through,” in The Speaker’s Sourcebook (Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Zondervan, 1962), 35. "°The Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh was an impressionist. An
“impressionist” painted his impression of a subject rather than an exact likeness.

7"'When Jesus died on the cross, “all” was “accomplished,” and the Old Law was taken out
of the way (Col. 2:14). Until that point in time, Jesus emphasized that no one had a right to violate
any of the Law’s precepts—not even Himself. ”?The Pharisees taught religious precepts from the
Law, but they did not live by their own teaching. The NIV has “they do not practice what they
preach.” *The writer of Hebrews contrasted the two covenants (testaments) as the first covenant
and the second covenant (Heb. 8:7). The second covenant, he designated the “new covenant” (Heb.
8:13) or “testament” (Heb. 9:15; KJV), indicating that the “first covenant” was old (Heb. 8:13).
7*McGuiggan, 412. Moo, 471. "Ibid., 474. 7"Chris Bullard, “A Man with a Mission,” sermon
preached at Overland Park church of Christ, Overland Park, Kansas, 13 January 1991, cassette.
78Dale Hartman, sermon on conflict resolution preached at Eastside church of Christ, Midwest City,
Oklahoma, 28 March 2004. ?Donn Pearce and Frank Pierson, Cool Hand Luke, directed by Stuart
Rosenberg (Warner Brothers—Seven Arts, 1967). ¥Stott, 379-81.

81Pat Alger, Larry Bastian, and Garth Brooks, “Unanswered Prayers” (1990). $2God always
answers the prayers of His children, but there is no such promise regarding those who are not His
children. #Stott, 389.
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