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'At that time, the Roman government made no distinction between Jews and Christians. Acts
18:2 and secular documents mention only Jews, but it may be that both Jews and Christians were
driven from Rome. See James C. Walters, Ethnic Issues in Paul s Letter to the Romans (Valley Forge,
Pa.: Trinity Press International, 1993), 56-59. 2Some writers have argued that Paul did not write
Romans 13:1-7, but that the verses were written by someone else and inserted into the letter. However,
there is no manuscript evidence to support this idea. The section contains practical instruction needed
by every Christian, and few subjects are more practical than obedience to authority. *W. E. Vine,
Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), 45. “Ibid., 33-34. >Specifically
when and how He did this, we do not know. Some writers believe that Genesis 9:1-7 provides the
basis for human government. ®James Burton Coffiman, Commentary on Romans (Austin, Tex.: Firm
Foundation Publishing House, 1973), 446. "Jack P. Lewis, Exegesis of Difficult Passages (Searcy,
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Ark.: Resource Publications, 1988), 95. ®Even if human governments do not do what they should
(as God’s ministers), that does not excuse Christians from doing what they should. °The Roman
concept of justice was good, as was Rome’s attempt to maintain peace in the empire. Roman roads
made possible travel to every part of the empire. Paul took advantage of these benefits to spread
the gospel. ’Information on Roman rulers is given in David L. Roper, Revelation 1—11, Truth for
Today Commentary (Searcy, Ark.: Resource Publications, 2002), 42-51.

R, C. Bell, Studies in Romans (Austin, Tex.: Firm Foundation Publishing House, 1957), 146.
12Paul was imprisoned two years in Caesarea (Acts 24:27), plus at least two years in Rome (Acts
28:30). *Vine, 606. This word is often translated as “submit.” '“Bruce Barton, David Veerman, and
Neil Wilson, Romans, Life Application Bible Commentary (Wheaton, Il1.: Tyndale House Publishers,
1992), 246. 'SWalter Bauer, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian
Literature, 3d ed., rev. and ed. Frederick W. Danker (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000),
1033. 'Jimmy Allen, Romans, The Clearest Gospel of All (Searcy, Ark.: By the author, 2005),
266. "Coffman, 447-48. '®The Greek here literally means “good work.” '?Eusebius Ecclesiastical
History 2.25. 2 Adapted from Alva J. McClain; quoted in Jim Townsend, Romans: Let Justice Roll
Down (Elgin, Ill.: David C. Cook Publishing Co., 1988), 90.

21James Denney, “St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans,” in The Expositor’s Greek Testament,
vol. 2 (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1901; reprint, Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1979), 697. 22Lewis, 96. 2Bob E. Adams, “Responsible Living in Community Setting
(Romans 12—16),” Southwestern Journal of Theology 19 (Fall 1976): 63. 2*Ibid. °I believe we
need Christians in political offices, but that is an opinion. Political officials may be sorely tempted
to compromise Christian principles. 2°D. Stuart Briscoe, Romans, The Communicator’s Commentary
(Waco, Tex.: Word Books, 1982), 232. A word related to leitourgos appears in the phrase “service
of worship” in Romans 12:1. ?’Vine, 410. 2!John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good
News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 346.
PVine, 643. *Ibid., 142.

3'William Barclay gave a list of taxes that had to be paid in New Testament times. (William
Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, rev. ed., The Daily Study Bible [Philadelphia: Westminster
Press, 1975], 175.) ¥Vine, 310. ¥*Barclay, 174. **For another example of being commanded to
pray for a pagan government, see Jeremiah 29:7. *In the past, some thought Christians should
not even vote. One denomination refuses to salute the flag. In my opinion, Christians ought to
be involved in civil matters as long as doing so does not violate the will of God or detract from
their commitment to the Lord and His church. 3*The Bible speaks of lending and borrowing. For
instance, see Ex. 22:25; Ps. 37:26; Mt. 5:42; Lk. 6:35; Philem. 17, 18. The tie between verses
7 and 8 is clearer in the Greek text than in the English. The Greek terms translated “due them”
(0QEAY, opheile) in verse 7 and “owe” (0QEIL®, opheild) in verse 8 are related. 3¥“Owe nothing”
is in the present tense, which indicates continuous action. The phrase could be translated “Do not
keep on owing.” 3*Sometimes this is due to situations beyond their control; even if that is the case,
conscientious Christians will go to their creditors and work out arrangements so that they can
eventually pay their debts. “*Briscoe, 238.

#10rigen (c. A.D. 185-254) was one of the so-called “church fathers.” #*Quoted in W. Sanday
and A. C. Headlam, The Epistle to the Romans, The International Critical Commentary (New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1906), 373. ¥*Barton, Veerman, and Wilson, 253. **A few ancient Greek
manuscripts add, “You shall not bear false witness” (see KJV), but most ancient manuscripts have
only the four listed in the NASB. “Regarding the Christian’s relationship to the law of Moses,
including the Ten Commandments, see comments on 7:1-4. “Vine, 429. ¥See Bauer, 830. *The
Greek text literally means “works not evil.” #Stott, 349-50. >°Bell, 154.

Slnspired New Testament speakers and writers did not teach that the second coming was
immediate, but that it was imminent. That is, they did not teach that Christ was coming in their
lifetime, but that He could come at any time. 3>The night/day contrast is found several times in the
Scriptures. See, for instance, John 9:4 and 1 Thessalonians 5:5. 3Vine, 37. McCord’s translation
has “weapons” instead of “armor.” *Bauer, 580. *Barclay, 178. °Vine, 532. Bauer, 554. In
Hebrews 13:4, koité refers to sex within a God-approved marriage. *¥Vine, 353. *Barclay, 179.
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%0John MacArthur, Romans 9—16, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody
Press, 1994), 267.

%1Vine, 604. ®MacArthur, 267. ©Zélos can be used in a good sense to refer to “zeal” (see
10:2), but in Romans 13:13 it is obviously used in a bad sense. *Barclay, 179. ®Briscoe, 241.
%Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
1988), 473, n. 87. “’Kenneth J. Foreman, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, The Layman’s Bible
Commentary (Richmond, Va.: John Knox Press, 1961), 57. ®Coy Roper, sermon preached at Walnut
Grove church of Christ, Savannah, Tennessee, 12 November 2000. ®In the US, this is easy to do
with credit cards. Some writers make a distinction between borrowing out of need and borrowing
to satisfy greed. "°Of course, Augustine read the words in Latin, not English.

7 Augustine Confessions 8.12.
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