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'Another way of looking at Paul’s statement regarding his Jewishness is reflected in the JB:
“I, an Israelite, descended from Abraham through the tribe of Benjamin, could never agree that God
had rejected his people.” However, a majority of commentators agree with the interpretation I have
given here. *The Greek word translated “thousands” in Acts 21:20 literally means “ten thousands.”
The lexical form is popiég (murias), from which the English word “myriad” is derived. *W. E. Vine,
Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), 522. “In Romans 9:27, the word
translated “remnant” is vnoAewupo (hupoleimma). This compound word was used to emphasize
the smallness of the remnant. It combines the prefix 06 (hupo, “under”) with leimma. >The word
“remnant” appears eighty-four times in the NASB. It occurs most frequently in the Book of Isaiah.
°In Revelation 12:17 (KJV), “remnant” is translated from Aowdg (loipos), which is from the same
family of words as leimma. Both are “akin to leipo, to leave” (Vine, 522). Sometimes /oipos is
a synonym for /eimma; sometimes it is not. In Revelation 12:17, the NASB translates loipos as
“the rest.” 'F. F. Bruce, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, 2d ed., The Tyndale New Testament
Commentaries (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 201. %A different
word (skléryno) is used of the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart in 9:18, but the meaning is not greatly
different from that of porod [in 11:7]” (Ibid., n. 1). °The Analytical Greek Lexicon (London: Samuel
Bagster & Sons, 1971), 181. %Vine, 332-33, 693. For an example of the word meaning “zealous,”
see Galatians 4:17 (KJV).

Tbid., 332-33. ?Ibid., 259. PIn verse 12, the NASB has inserted “is” (present tense ) twice and
then “will ... be” (future tense) once. '“R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul s Epistle to the
Romans (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing Co., 1963), 695. "There is no verb in verse 15 in the
Greek text, so verbs must be supplied by translators. Some use the words “will ... be” to make this
verse predictive prophecy, but there is no indication that Paul was foretelling a wholesale conversion
of the Jews in the future. The translators could have supplied “is” rather than “will ... be.” '*Leon
Morris, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988),
411. Morris added this footnote: “Paul has {on €k vekpav, but the final resurrection is spoken of
as avaotooig vekpav (1 Cor. 15:12 ete.)” (n. 69). "Walter W. Wessel, Notes on Romans, The NIV
Study Bible, ed. Kenneth Barker (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1985), 1723.
$William Hendriksen, Exposition of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, New Testament Commentary
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1981), 370. Some writers refer to this as a “parable,”
while others prefer the term “allegory.” 2’According to ancient writers, this was occasionally done
to revive and stimulate a cultivated tree.

2Morris, 414. 22The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 421. 2 A different word for “high” is used in
Romans 12:3 than in 11:20, but the basic admonition is the same. >*We need a strong, healthy fear
of fire to keep us from sticking our hands into the flame—but it would be unhealthy to have a fear so
strong that we refused to get near a fire (an immobilizing fear). »The cross expressed the kindness
(love) of God while satisfying the severity (justice) of God. 2Wessel, 1723. ?’Douglas J. Moo,
Romans, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House,
2000), 368. 2*Hendriksen, 376. 2’Bruce, 205. **The rapid spread of the early Restoration Movement
in the US made some people overly optimistic. They could easily believe that great numbers of both
Gentiles and Jews would obey the gospel in the not-too-distant future.

31Vine, 424. 3?Hendriksen, 378. **For more information on premillennialism, see David L.
Roper, Revelation 1—11, Truth for Today Commentary (Searcy, Ark.: Resource Publications, 2002):
14-19. **Hendriksen, 379. 3*Morris, 418. **Jim McGuiggan, The Book of Romans, Looking Into The
Bible Series (Lubbock, Tex.: Montex Publishing Co., 1982), 286-87. 37A few translators have “full
number” in both Romans 11:12 and 11:25, but they are the exception rather than the rule. ¥ Another
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thought or two on p/éroma may be helpful. Noun and verb forms of p/éroma are used throughout
Romans (for instance, see 1:29; 8:4; 13:8, 10; 15:13, 14, 29), and the concept of “a certain number”
or “a set number” is not inherent in any of these. However, some writers use p/éroma to mean “the
full number of those who will be saved,” with this emphasis: “God will save everyone who should
be saved; He will not miss a single one.” We have no problem with this generic, non-controversial
approach to pléroma. ¥C. G. Wilke and Wilibald Grimm, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament, trans. and rev. Joseph Henry Thayer (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1901; reprint, Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1977), 468. The NCV has “that is how,” while the SEB and
McCord have “in this way.” “°Bruce, 209; Morris, 420.

#IJohn R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible
Speaks Today (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1994), 304 (emphasis added). Moo, 385.
4In Romans 11:20, Paul emphasized that Jews had been excluded from God’s blessings because
of unbelief. Here, the apostle said that it was because of disobedience. Once more, Paul used the
concepts of belief and obedience interchangeably. “‘Ronald F. Youngblood, ed., Nelson’s New
llustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville: Nelson, 1995), 822. #*Hendriksen, 385. *°Stott, 307. “’Moo,
291. ¥Many words have been written regarding the difference between “wisdom” and “knowledge.”
A simple way to think of it is that “knowledge” has to do with knowing facts while “wisdom” has
more to do with “common sense.” ¥Morris, 427 (emphasis added). *Ibid., 429.

3!Moo, 302.32R. C. Bell, Studies in Romans (Austin, Tex.: Firm Foundation Publishing House,
1957), 121. 3Richard A. Batey, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, The Living Word Commentary
(Austin, Tex.: R. B. Sweet Co., 1969), 133-34. *Tragically, some become so hardened in heart that it
is “impossible to renew them again to repentance” (Heb. 6:6). Nevertheless, God remains concerned
about them (2 Pet. 3:9). 3See Job 1:18, 19. **Larry Deason, “The Righteousness of God”: An In-
depth Study of Romans, rev. ed. (Clifton Park, N.Y.: Life Communications, 1989), 265-66. ’Some
are convinced that this was Paul’s primary reason for writing the letter. **William Barkley; quoted
in Robert J. Morgan, Nelson's Complete Book of Stories, lllustrations, & Quotes (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson Publishers, 2000), 633. *°C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: Macmillan Co., 1952),
108-9. ““The NASB has “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.”

®1saac Watts, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” Songs of Faith and Praise, comp. and ed.
Alton H. Howard (West Monroe, La.: Howard Publishing Co., 1994). “Morris, 399. *McGuiggan,
317. “Genesis 17:8 says that the land would be given “for an everlasting possession.” Some insist
that “everlasting” (2%, ‘olam) must mean that the words still apply today, but “everlasting” can
mean “to the end of the age.” Sabbath-day (seventh-day) observance was called “an everlasting
covenant” (Lev. 24:8); but in the new covenant (New Testament), the Christian’s “special” day is
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). ©The kingdom of David and Solomon extended to “the River,”
that is, the Euphrates (2 Sam. 8:3; 1 Kings 4:1, 24). °Joshua warned the Israelites that if they did
not keep the covenant they had made with God (which they did not), they would “perish quickly
from off the good land” they had been given (Josh. 23:15, 16).
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