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1Jim McGuiggan, The Book of Romans, Looking Into The Bible Series (Lubbock, Tex.:
Montex Publishing Co., 1982), 5. 2N. T. Wright, The Climax of the Covenant: Christ and the Law
in Pauline Theology (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1993), 231. 3Ibid. “Compare this to the statement
in 2:15. *“In the Holy Spirit” may also be an affirmation of the fact that Paul was inspired by the
Holy Spirit. ¢J. Behm, “andthema,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed. Gerhard
Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. and abr. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 57. "Douglas J. Moo, Romans, The NIV Application Commentary
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 2000), 292. Some scholars assign a less severe
definition to anathema in Romans 9:3, but most believe that the word in that verse includes being
lost eternally. * God responded by telling Moses that “whoever has sinned” must be held responsible
(Ex. 32:33). °I am a Christian, but that does not change the fact that I am also a part of the Roper
family and a citizen of the US. '"Walter W. Wessel, Notes on Romans, The NIV Study Bible, ed.
Kenneth Barker (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1985), 1719.

'The term “adoption” vioOsoia (huiothesia) applies both to Israel under the old covenant and
to Christians under the new covenant (see comments on 8:15). '?Some ancient manuscripts have only
“covenant” (singular). If Paul had only one covenant in mind, it was the one God made with Israel
at Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:8). ®W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Jr., Vine's Complete
Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers,
1985), 563. (For more information on /latreia, see comments on 12:1.) “Gerald R. Cragg, “The
Epistle to the Romans,” in The Interpreter s Bible, vol. 9, Acts, Romans, ed. George Arthur Buttrick
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1954), 540. "Wessel, 1719. '®Moo, 294. '"Richard Rogers, Paid in Full:
A Commentary on Romans (Lubbock, Tex.: Sunset Institute Press, 2002), 147. 'Eklektos is the word
from which we get “election” (see KJV). Calvinistic theologians have adopted the word “election”
and made it a key part of their theology (see comments on 8:29, 30). The simplest way to understand
the word “election” is to add an “s” to the front and think of “selection.” '’Leon Morris, The Epistle
to the Romans (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 352. 2°Ibid., 356.

2IIn this passage, “have mercy” (éAeéo, eleed) and “have compassion” (from oiktipw,
oiktird) are used more or less interchangeably. ?These words were originally spoken to Pharaoh
(Ex. 9:13, 16), but they were later written down (“Scripture” means “writings”) for the benefit of
future generations. >*In Exodus 9:16, the rendering of the NASB agrees with the LXX. *Moo, 311.
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ZMorris, 361. 2Anthrapos is a generic word for “man” which can include both male and female.
?7Scholars discuss who “prepared” these vessels “for destruction”: the individuals themselves, God,
Satan, or who? Since verse 23 speaks of God s preparing vessels for glory, Paul probably also had the
action of God in mind in verse 22. We understand, however, that there is a combination of factors.
In a real sense, individuals prepare themselves for heaven or hell by their lives. 2At the time Paul
wrote to the Romans, there were more Gentiles in the church than Jews. Those Gentiles had accepted
Jesus, while most Jews had not. *’Isaiah 10:23 simply means that God will do what He says He will
do—and He will not be slow about it. **Vine, 522-23. The word “remnant” is often used today to
refer to a piece of cloth left over after making a garment.

31“Sabaoth” should not be confused with “Sabbath.” “Sabaoth” means “hosts,” referring to
“armies” (McCord). The NIV translates the phrase “the Lord Almighty.” **Morris, 374, n. 135.
3Writers concern themselves with questions like this: Did Paul mean “a law that would produce
righteousness,” “a law that promised righteousness,” or “a law (principle) of attaining righteousness
(by works)”? Some think that Paul was referring to the law of Moses, which was designed to lead the
Jews to righteousness (to Christ) (Gal. 3:24). **Vine, 606. **Ibid., 441. 3*Like most general statements,
this needs to be qualified: God can do whatever He pleases as long as it is consistent with His will
and His character. ’'C. E. B. Cranfield, Romans: A Shorter Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 215. For other references to God’s mercy, see 11:30-32.
3Morris, 345. 3 Ambrose Bierce, quoted in Leonard Louis Levinson, Webster s Unafiaid Dictionary
(New York: Collier Books, 1967), 206. “Numerous stories could be told about people trying to
shift blame. I once counseled a wife whose husband could not control his temper. The husband had
hit a window with his fist, shattering the glass and severely cutting himself. Having done that, he
lifted his bleeding hand and said to his wife, “Look what you made me do!”

4lQuoted in Craig Brian Larson, ed., Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching (Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Baker Books, 1993), 234.
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