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Greek text it is one sentence. *W. E. Vine, Merrill E Unger, and William White, Jr, Vinek
Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1985), 30. 3John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: Gods Good News for the
World, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 47. *Anders
Nygren, Commentary on Romans (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1949), 45-46. *Douglas J.
Moo, Romans, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing
House, 2000), 36. SLarry Deason, “The Righteousness of God”: An In-depth Study of Romans,
rev. ed. (Clifton Park, N.Y:: Life Communications, 1989), 40, n. 2. 7James Burton Coffman,
Commentary on Romans (Austin, Tex.: Firm Foundation Publishing House, 1973), 7. $The Greek
text literally means “resurrection of dead (ones).” Some therefore think that the passage refers to
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Jesus’ raising the dead as proof that He was divine. However, the same language is used in Acts
26:23, where the context indicates that Jesus” own resurrection is under consideration. Further, the
emphasis throughout Romans is on Jesus’ own resurrection (see 6:4, 5, 9; 7:4; 8:11, 34; 10:9).
°F. F Bruce, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, 2d ed., The Tyndale New Testament
Commentaries (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 69.
D, Stuart Briscoe, Romans, The Communicator’s Commentary (Waco, Tex.: Word Books,
1982), 26.

"The Analytical Greek Lexicon (London: Samuel Bagster & Sons, 1971), 414. *Moo,
Romans, 38. *Briscoe, 27. *“Moo, Romans, 42. ’Leslie C. Allen, “Romans,” in New International
Bible Commentary, ed. E E Bruce (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1979),
1317. "*Charles R. Swindoll, Coming to Terms with Sin: A Study of Romans 1—5 (Anaheim, Calif.:
Insight for Living, 1999), 11. "William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, rev. ed., The Daily Study
Bible (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975), 15. '$Walter Bauer, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3d ed., rev. and ed. Frederick W. Danker (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2000), 410. *Stott, 56. 2*Vine, 376.

21Jack Cottrell, Romans, vol. 1, College Press NIV Commentary (Joplin, Mo.: College
Press Publishing Co., 1996), 93. 2Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 60. 2*Cottrell, 93. ?*Charles Hodge, Romans, The
Crossway Classic Commentaries (Wheaton, I11.: Crossway Books, 1993), 25. John Murray, The
Epistle to the Romans, vol. 1, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1968), 22. 2Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the
Romans, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1996), 59. In English Bibles, the phrase “spiritual gifts” is found in
1 Corinthians 12:1; 14:1, but the word “gifts” is in italics. “Gifts” is not in the Greek text; it has
been supplied by the translators. 2’John MacArthut, Jr., Romans 1—8, The MacArthur New Testament
Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1991), 43. 2Stott, 57. **Vine, 206. **James Macknight, 4 New
Literal Translation, from the Original Greek of All the Apostolical Epistles with a Commentary and
Notes (N.p.: n.d.; reprint, Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1984), 57.

31Stott, 57. 2Ibid. ¥*Bruce, 73. **Vine, 150. 3*Ibid., 508. **Briscoe, 34. 3’Warren W. Wiersbe,
The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IIl.: Victor Books, 1989), 516. *Everett
Ferguson, Backgrounds of Early Christianity, 2d ed. (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1993), 559-61. ¥Gerhard Friedrich, “euangelizomai,” in Theological Dictionary of
the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. and abr. Geoffrey W. Bromiley
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 269-70. “*Robert H. Mounce,
“Gospel,” in Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, ed. Walter A. Elwell (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Baker Books, 1984), 472.
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Mich.: Wm. B.Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1950), 23. #*Nygren, 88. “*Stott, 69. *’Vine, 651. **Ibid., 653.
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'Dave Miller, “The Meaning of Romans (3),” sermon presented on the Tuth in Love television
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“wise.” ©Coffman, 41. ®Chester Warren Quimby, The Great Redemption (New York: Macmillan
Co., 1950), 45-46. °'FE Buschel, “didomi,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 166.
%The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 302. ®For instance, many writers emphasize the fact that God was
not passive in “giving them up,” but active. "Briscoe, 48.

71]. D. Thomas, Class Notes, Romans, Abilene Christian College (1955). ?Richard Rogers,
Paid in Full: A Commentary on Romans (Lubbock, Tex.: Sunset Institute Press, 2002), 33. "*Barton,
Veerman, and Wilson, 31. 7*C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain (Oxford: N.p., 1940; reprint, New
York: Macmillan Co., 1962), 127-28. *Vine, 384. "Various usages are explained in Friedrich Hauck,
“kathards,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 381-82. ""The terms “God-approved
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approved (see Mk. 10:11). 7*The NASB has “had relations with,” but “knew” is a literal rendering.
*Both “fornication” and “adultery” are sometimes used as comprehensive terms for all sexual sin.
When used in the same context, “fornication” generally refers to sexual relations between unmarried
persons, while “adultery” involves at least one married individual. #J. W. McGarvey and Philip Y.
Pendleton, Thessalonians, Corinthians, Galatians and Romans, The Standard Bible Commentary
(Cincinnati: Standard Publishing, n.d.), 305.

81Vine, 16. #Ibid., 660, 567. #*The Greek text uses the singular form here, meaning “woman,” but
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Romans: Let Justice Roll Down (Elgin, 111.: David C. Cook Publishing Co., 1988), 16. **Swindoll,
“Sinnerama in Panorama,” cassette. °’Barton, Veerman, and Wilson, 36. *8Jim McGuiggan, The
Book of Romans, Looking Into The Bible Series (Lubbock, Tex.: Montex Publishing Co., 1982),
88. PVine, 526-27. '%Stott, 78 (emphasis added).

0"Morris, 94. '?Ibid. '®Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov; as quoted in
Jeff Hood, “What About Homosexuality?” (tract) (Oklahoma City: By the author, n.d.), 2. '%The
Analytical Greek Lexicon, 186, 207. '%Ibid., 207. '°Based on a textual variant in some ancient Greek
manuscripts, the KJV inserts “fornication” between “unrighteousness” and “wickedness.” Most
New Testament “vice lists” begin with “fornication” (sexual immorality). For instance, see Galatians
5:19-21. In this case, however, Paul had already covered sexual immorality (1:24-27). 9Vine,
675; G. Harder, “ponérds,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 913. '"McGarvey and
Pendleton, 305-6. ' The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 210. ""W. J. Conybeare and J. S. Howson, The
Life and Epistles of St. Paul (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1980), 501.

Morris, 96. "?Luccock, 27. '3Ibid., 28. "*The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 105. "*Morris,
96. '"%Vine, 388. ""Macknight, 60. "®Vine, 388. '""Moses E. Lard, Commentary on Paul’s Letter
to Romans (Lexington, Ky.: N.p., 1875; reprint, Delight, Ark.: Gospel Light Publishing Co., n.d.),
64-65. 2%Ibid., 65.

21The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 193. ?*Morris, 97. '>*Barclay, 37. '**The Analytical Greek
Lexicon, 412. '*Barclay, 37. '*°Theophrastus; quoted in Barclay, 37. ?’Vine, 71. '**Morris, 98; Barclay,
38. »Townsend, 17. Thomas Alva Edison (1847-1931) has been called the greatest inventor in
history. He patented more than 1,100 inventions in sixty years. '**Vine, 173.

31Ibid., 246. '32The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 57, 404. '3Morris, 99, n. 313. '34Vine, 16.
135Barclay, 39. 1**Based on a textual variant, the NKJV inserts “unforgiving” between “unloving”
and “unmerciful.” A failure to forgive is an expression of being unloving and unmerciful, and is
thus covered in those terms. *"Barclay, 39. '3Stott, 78. **Hodge, 41. *°Morris, 99.

4Ibid. “?Hodge, 42. Briscoe, 52. '“R. C. Bell, Studies in Romans (Austin, Tex.: Firm
Foundation Publishing House, 1957), 16. % Pistis is the noun, pisteué is the verb, and pistos is the
adjective. "It should be noted that pistis is occasionally translated “faithfulness” (see comments
on 3:3). Further, pistis sometimes refers to the body of teaching centered in faith in Jesus Christ.
When this is the case, pistis is often preceded by a definite article (“the” in English). There is no
obvious example of this use of pistis in Romans. '’ Although they do not use the same terminology,
other writers recognize the threefold nature of saving faith. See Vine, 222; Swindoll, Coming to
Trms with Sin, xiii. **Vine, 61. *Rudolf Bultmann, “pisteud,” in Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament, 854-55. *°For example, John 3:36 says, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life;
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but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (emphasis
added). Also, compare Hebrews 3:19 and 4:6.

151Vine, 222. '?Bultmann, 854. '3*1Ibid. '**The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 102. ' A. W. Tozer,
The Knowledge of the Holy (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1961), 86. 1**Vine, 535. !5'This sentence
refers to one who is in a right standing with God. The Bible would never refer to an unbeliever
as “righteous,” no matter how high his moral standards. '**Some believe that Jesus just knocked on
the door and someone let Him in. Such a mundane entrance would hardly have produced the reaction
mentioned in Luke 24:36, 37. '*Bauer, 546. '"Homer Hailey, That You May Believe: Studies in the
Gospel of John (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1973), 145.

191 John Franklin Carter, 4 Layman’ Harmony of the Gospels (Nashville: Broadman Press,
1961), 341. '9?Ibid. '®’Ibid. '**“Eschatology” is “the study of the last things”—that is, the study of
the end of the world, the judgment, heaven and hell, and so forth. An “eschatological” body is the
kind of body we will receive “at the last,” when Christ returns. '*Robert Duncan Culver, The
Life of Christ (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1976), 267. '°Carter, 341. '’ Apparently,
our spirits need to be “clothed” with spiritual bodies to function fully and to fulfill their eternal
destiny. ' Luke 24:39 in the LB says, “Touch me and make sure that I am not a ghost! For
ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that 1 do!” 'When Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He
emphasized that it proclaimedHisdeath (1 Cor 11:23-26); butthereisalsoacloserelationship between
the Lord’s Supper and the resurrection. Since Jesus arose on the first day of the week (Mt. 28:1-6),
the church meets on the first day—specifically for the purpose of having the Lord’s Supper (Acts
20:7; see 1 Cor. 16:1, 2). '"°The one with Peter is identified as the “disciple whom Jesus loved” (Jn.
20:2), which most believe is John’s way of referring to himself (see Jn. 13:23; 19:26; 21:7, 20).

171«Saw” is translated from a form of 0pdw (horad). This Greek word indicates more than mere
observance; it indicates comprehension. '"?Some have made this claim (Mt. 28:11-15; Jn. 20:2).
1730ne way the Scriptures indicate this is with a word unfamiliar to many: “propitiation” (1 Jn. 2:2;
4:10). This term means “that which satisfies the justice of God.” '7*Both the Sabbath and the first
day were hallowed by events starting with “res”: The Sabbath was hallowed by God’s resting on the
seventh day. The first day was hallowed by the resurrection of Jesus. !7*This illustration was adapted
from Dick Marcear, “It’s Time to Take a Stand,” Hilltop Reflections, bulletin of the Central church
of Christ in Ama- rillo, Texas, 13 April 1986. "°These reasons were adapted from Deason, 51-52.
177Quoted in David E Burgess, comp., Encyclopedia of Sermon Illustrations (Saint Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1988), 67. 'Adapted from Roger Lovette, in lllustrating Paul’s Letter to the
Romans, comp. James E. Hightower (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1984), 10. '"Adapted from
Ray F. Chester, “The Powerful Gospel,” Abilene Christian College Annual Bible Lectures (1959),
41-42. '8%Wiersbe, 516-17.

181JTames Meadows, Class Notes, Romans, East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions,
Knoxville (2003), 5. '®2Adapted from Brian Harbour, in /llustrating Paul’s Letter to the Romans,
12. '83Coy Roper (sermon). '#4Ibid. (emphasis added). '*°Richard C. Halverson, No Greater Power.
Quoted in The Answer edition of the New Century Version (Dallas: Word Bibles, 1993), 1248. '%¢In
order to emphasize that we are saved by the gospel and not by some “feeling better felt than told,”
preachers have sometimes put the emphasis on the word “the”: “It [the gospel] is the power of
God for salvation.” This passage does teach that the gospel is God’s means of saving souls today
(and therefore that “a direct operation” of the Holy Spirit is unnecessary), but not by putting stress
on the word “the.” As noted above, “the” is not in the original text. '*’For instance, it was good
news that the kingdom/church was “at hand” (Mk. 1:14, 15) and that God’s provisions were for all
(Mt. 11:5). '$8Sometimes preachers say, “The greatest miracle that took place on Pentecost was not

.. but. . ..” Most who phrase the idea this way use “miracle” in an accommodative sense to mean
“marvelous divine manifestation.” As one who has often discussed the question of whether or not we
still have miracles today, it is my conviction that it is better not to use the word “miracle” in this sense.
189 Adapted from a variety of sources, including Morris, 73; and Swindoll, Coming to Terms with
Sin, 16. "°Adapted from Alton H. McEachern, in lllustrating Paul s Letter to the Romans, 20-21.

19 Adapted from Bill Bruster, in [/lustrating Paul’s Letter to the Romans, 20. '>McGuiggan
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“cycle” theory about the universe periodically renewing itself, but at the moment this remains an
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unsupported theory that goes against known facts of science. '°°One of the writers in The Evidence
of God noted that our understanding that everything had to be made is natural, not learned. Every
child asks, “Where did that come from? Who made that?” /A television program once showed a
device costing hundreds of thousands of dollars. It required much training and expertise to operate.
The device had one purpose: to pick up and move fragile containers of radioactive materials. In
other words, it could perform one of the capabilities of the human hand. '**The Bible tells us that
this world is just a stopping place on the way to eternity; but the fact still remains that while we are
here, the Bible gives us “the abundant life.” *“In many of these countries, the Bible no longer has
much influence. However, since the Bible was influential in earlier days, when philosophies of life
were formed and national directions were set, the statement remains true. 2°Consider those who
place food and other items in graves for the dead to use in the next life.

201Glen Pace, sermon preached at Judsonia church of Christ, Judsonia, Arkansas, 5 January
2003. 22Adapted from David Roper, “The Day Christ Came (Again)” and Other Sermons
(Dallas: Christian Publishing Co., n.d.), 64-65. **The idea of “dishonoring the body” probably
has special application regarding homosexuality, which Paul discussed next (1:26, 27). Still, some
general remarks on how any unscriptural sex dishonors the body are appropriate. 2**“Morality and
Homosexuality,” Wall Street Journal (24 February 1994): A18. 2%Bobby Dockery, “Homosexuality”
(tract) (N.p.: Gospel Tracts International, n.d.). 2°°Swindoll, Coming to Terms with Sin, 26.>""Ibid.,
6. 28Barton, Veerman, and Wilson, 36.
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