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!James R. Edwards, Romans, New International Biblical Commentary (Peabody, Mass.:
Hendrickson Publishers, 1992), 112. A sampling of Jewish quotations on this matter appears in
Douglas J. Moo, Romans, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan
Publishing House, 2000), 147. 2The root of '°gizomai js A oyiCopan (, “I say”), and the term is related to
1oyog (logos, “word”). *Logizomai is translated “regarded” in 2:26 and “maintain” in 3:28. *Walter
Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3d
ed., rev. and ed. Frederick W. Danker (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 597. SJohn
R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God's Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today
(Downers Grove, I1L.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 125. °E. D. Burton, Galatians: International Critical
Commentary (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1921), 447. "Bauer, 743. ®Leon Morris, The Epistle to the
Romans (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 198. °Ibid. '°The ancient
heading before Psalm 51 is “A Contrite Sinner’s Prayer for Pardon.”

Eddie Cloer, Psalms 1—50, Truth for Today Commentary (Searcy, Ark.: Resource Pub-
lications, 2004), 428; Psalms 51—389, Truth for Today Commentary (Searcy, Ark.: Resource
Publications, 2006), 3—4. >C. F. Keil and Franz Delitzsch, Psalms, Commentary on the Old
Testament, vol. 5 (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1989), 395. 1*Ibid. The words “as
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though it had never taken place” refer only to the guilt of David’s sin, not the consequences
of that sin (see 2 Sam. 12:10). '“Jim Townsend, Romans: Let Justice Roll Down (Elgin, Tl1.:
David C. Cook Publishing Co., 1988), 31. 'In addition to the historical record of Abraham in
Genesis, another text helpful in understanding Romans 4 is Galatians 3. The two passages have
many similarities. 'The Greek text literally has “the circumcision” (meprropr|, peritomé) and
“the uncircumcision” (dxpopvotia, akrobustia) (see KIJV). "Events in the Bible are not always
arranged chronologically, but ages are given for Abraham in connection with this sequence of
events (see Gen. 12:4; 16:3, 16; 17:1). According to rabbinic chronology, it was even longer
between Genesis 15:6 and the events of chapter 17—twenty-nine years. (Morris, 202, n. 41.)
18Stott, 129. "Moo, 154. 2Richard A. Batey, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, The Living Word
Commentary (Austin, Tex.: R. B. Sweet Co., 1969), 60.

2IF. F. Bruce, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, 2d ed., The Tyndale New Testament
Commentaries (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 108. ?Concern-
ing the term “descendants,” see comments on 4:16. *The only land (property) promise given to
Abraham was that he and his descendants would inherit the land of Canaan. This promise does
not still need to be fulfilled since it was fulfilled in Old Testament times. On several occasions, the
kingdom of Israel extended from the Mediterranean Sea to the Euphrates River (see Gen. 15:18;
2 Sam. 8:3; 1 Kings 8:65). 2*Jewish teachers insisted that Abraham possessed the Law centuries
before it was revealed to Moses, but Paul denied this. >Bauer, 539. 2W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger,
and William White, Jr., Vine'’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), 3. ?’Bauer, 525. 8J. D. Thomas, Romans, The
Living Word (Austin, Tex.: R. B. Sweet Co., 1965), 34. ?Dave Miller, sermon presented on the
Truth in Love television program, Fort Worth, Texas, 23 January 2002. 3*William Baur and Roland
K. Harrison, “Ishmael,” in The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, rev. ed., ed. Geoffrey
Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1982), 2:905.

3Morris, 210. Elpis is found fifty-three times in the New Testament; thirty-six of these oc-
currences are in the writings of Paul. **Thomas, 37. **Morris, 211, n. 84. 34Ibid., 211. *Bauer, 231.
3When a Greek word is in the “dative case,” it must be translated into English with a preposi-
tion in front of it. If no preposition appears in the text, it must be supplied based on the context.
$Morris, 212. 33G. Delling, “plérophored,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed.
Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. and abr. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 871. **Donald Grey Barnhouse, God s Remedy: Romans
3:21—4:25 (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1954), 311-12. °C. E. B.
Cranfield, Romans: A Shorter Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co., 1985), 96.

4IThe word for “transgression” is mopartopa (paraptoma), a combination of minto (piptd),
(“fall”) and mopd (para, “aside”). This word refers to “a false step,” “a blunder,” or “a falling
away.” “For instance, J. W. McGarvey and Philip Y. Pendleton, Thessalonians, Corinthians,
Galatians and Romans, The Standard Bible Commentary (Cincinnati: Standard Publishing, n.d.),
330. “Charles Hodge, Romans, The Crossway Classic Commentaries (Wheaton, I1l.: Crossway
Books, 1993), 125. #R. C. Bell, Studies in Romans (Austin, Tex.: Firm Foundation Publishing
House, 1957), 41. #It is amazing the lengths to which “the untaught and unstable” will go to
“distort” the teachings of Paul (2 Pet. 3:15, 16). Moo, 165. #’Ibid., 167. “Warren W. Wiersbe,
The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, I11.: Victor Books, 1989), 526. “Bell, 36-37.
0Adapted from Harold T. Bryson, “Faith,” lllustrating Pauls Letters to the Romans, comp. James
F. Hightower (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1984), 31-32.

IThis famous statement is found in the original preface of Martin Luther’s German New
Testament (1522). See E. Theodore Bachmann and Helmut T. Lehmann, eds., Luther s Works, vol.
35, Word and Sacrament I (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1960), 362, 395-97. ?William Barclay,
The Letter to the Romans, rev. ed., The Daily Study Bible (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975),
64. 3Moo, 150.3*See the discussion in Robertson L. Whiteside, 4 New Commentary on Paul’s
Letter to the Saints at Rome (Fort Worth, Tex.: Manney Co., 1945), 89-90. **Charles Hodge,
Romans, The Crossway Classic Commentaries (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1993), 105.
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*David Lipscomb, 4 Commentary on the New Testament Epistles, vol. 1, Romans,2d ed. (Nashville:
Gospel Advocate Co., 1943), 82. ¥Quoted in Leslie C. Allen, “Romans,” in New International
Bible Commentary, ed. F. F. Bruce (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1979),
1324. 3¥These illustrations are given in David Roper, Jesus Christ and Him Crucified (Arvada,
Colo.: Christian Communications, 1976), 106-8. *Thomas, 33. ®° Adapted from David F. Burgess,
comp., Encyclopedia of Sermon Illustrations (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1988), 125.

®'While these words were specifically directed to Jews, general application can be made.
©2This statement likely assumes that Paul did not write Hebrews, which contains a well-known
“faith is” passage (Heb. 11:1). ®*Richard A. Batey, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, The Living
Word Commentary (Austin, Tex.: R. B. Sweet Co., 1969), 61. %Faith can also be “little” (Mt. 14:31;
16:8) or “great” (Mt. 8:10, 26), “dead” (Jas. 2:17, 26) or alive.
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