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'Since Romans 14 does not mention Jews and Gentiles, one may wonder why most see the
issues of that chapter as Jews versus Gentiles. It is at the end of the discussion in the next chapter
that Paul ceased to refer to “weak” and “strong” and talked about Jews and Gentiles (15:8—12).
2Those who hold this position refer to 14:13, where Paul said not to “judge one another anymore.”
They conclude that this terminology indicates Paul’s knowledge that Christians in Rome had been
guilty of judging in the past. Note, however, that Paul included Aimself in the admonition (“let us
not judge one another anymore™), indicating that the instruction is general in nature. *“Kosher” is a
transliteration of 57, the Hebrew word for “proper.” It is used to refer to food prepared according
to Jewish law. *A term sometimes heard today is “vegan”: a person who does not eat meat, dairy
products, or eggs. The more familiar term is “vegetarian.” SRichard A. Batey, The Letter of Paul to
the Romans, The Living Word Commentary (Austin, Tex.: R. B. Sweet Co., 1969), 165. °A number
of translations and paraphrases use the word “opinion” or “opinions” in Romans 14. For instance,
in verse 5 the JB has “each must be left free to hold his own opinion.” ’G. Schrenk, “dialogismds,”
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in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans.
and abr. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985),
156. 8This motto is often attributed to Thomas Campbell, and its sentiments are expressed in his
Declaration and Address (1809). Campbell apparently adapted the motto from the Protestant
Reformation. Similar slogans had appeared as early as the seventeenth century. Douglas J. Moo,
Romans, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House,
2000), 453. '°W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), 511
(emphasis added).

A number of translations and paraphrases use the word “conscience” later in chapter 14.
For instance, the NEB has “conscience” in verse 22; the AB, in verses 20, 21, and 23; and Phillips,
in verses 20 and 23. '*Vine, 163. 1*As noted in this paragraph, other verses in Romans 14 have
forms of kpive (krind, “judge”) in the Greek text, even though they are not translated “judge” in
the NASB. “Vine, 336. '“Jimmy Allen, Romans, The Clearest Gospel of All (Searcy, Ark.: By
the author, 2005), 287. '*Vine, 562. "This does not negate what Paul taught in other places: We
sometimes have to make judgment calls regarding doctrinal error (16:17) and immorality (1 Cor.
5). ®McCord’s translation has “holds every day in esteem.” '°Vine, 207 (emphasis added). *In
1 Corinthians 16:1, 2, Paul assumed that the Christians in Corinth would meet together on every
first day of the week for worship. (When they did so, Paul told them to take up a special collection.)

2ISome have used Romans 14:5 as an excuse to have the Lord’s Supper on some day other
than Sunday. There is no biblical authority for partaking of communion on any day other than the
first day of the week. 2?Some think that this is one of the implications in the phrase “believes all
things” in 1 Corinthians 13:7. 23Since some Greek manuscripts mention the non-observer, the KIV
adds, “And he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it” (see NKJV). *Some
think that “eats not” refers to fasting (going without food), but the context indicates that “eats not”
refers to refraining from eating meat. 2>Along with many other teachers and preachers, I have used
the verse like this. In Romans 14:7, the JB reads, “The life and death of each of us has its influence
on others” (emphasis added). *Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 481. ?’The Greek text used by the KJV has a period at
the end of verse 7. The Greek text used by more recent translations has a semicolon at the end of
the verse, tying verses 7 and 8 together. 2*The KJV has “to” instead of “for.” These prepositions
were supplied by the translators to go with a series of words in the dative case. “For” seems to fit
the context better than “to.” *’Paul expanded this thought in verses 13 and 15. *°*Charles R. Swindoll,
The Grace Awakening (Anaheim, Calif.: Insight for Living, 1990), 158 (emphasis added).

3n verse 4, “stand” means “will not fall” (that is, will be accepted by God), and it may have
the same meaning here. However, in light of the context following verse 10, it more likely just refers
to being in the presence of a judge who is about to pass sentence. **Vine, 337-38. 3The opening
words of this quotation may have come from Isaiah 49:18. **Larry Deason, “The Righteousness
of God”: An In-depth Study of Romans, rev. ed. (Clifton Park, N.Y.: Life Communications, 1989),
308. ¥*William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, rev. ed., The Daily Study Bible (Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1975), 193. 3*We should remember that Romans 14 is about matters of opinion.
¥Quoted in Halford E. Luccock, Preaching Values in the Epistles of Paul, vol. 1, Romans and First
Corinthians (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1959), 102. 3Ibid. **Swindoll, The Grace Awakening,
49-50. *“The NEB has “Let us ... cease judging one another, but rather make this simple judgement”
(emphasis added).

#IThe two words are listed under the same heading in Vine, 441. The words are so similar in
meaning that, while the NASB has “obstacle” first and “stumbling block” second, many translations
reverse the order. ¥ Jim McGuiggan commented, “The conduct of those who unlovingly stride
roughshod over the souls of weaker souls is scandalous!” (Jim McGuiggan, The Book of Romans,
Looking Into The Bible Series [Lubbock, Tex.: Montex Publishing Co., 1982], 401). R. C. H.
Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul ‘s Epistle to the Romans (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing
House, 1936), 832. “Vine, 441. ¥ Allen, 285. “°All these possibilities and more are reflected in
different translations. ’Vine, 113, 649. “John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good
News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, Il1.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 365.
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“Batey, 171. **Morris, 487.

S'Walter Bauer, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian
Literature, 3d ed., rev. and ed. Frederick W. Danker (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000),
604. Moo, 460. >**“Walking” was one of Paul’s favorite expressions for “living.” 3*Morris, 487.
>Fritz Ridenour, ed., How to Be a Christian Without Being Religious (Glendale, Calif.: Regal Books,
G/L Publications, 1967), 124. *Vine, 164. >'Stott, 365. 3¥We are not sure why Paul introduced
“drinking” here unless he was simply referring to a meal in general; eating and drinking are
integral parts of a meal (see comments on 14:21). 3*The terms “church” and “kingdom” are used
interchangeably in Matthew 16:18, 19. Paul seldom used the term “kingdom” (this is the only time
the word appears in Romans); he usually referred to the “church.” Perhaps he used the word here
to emphasize that the Lord’s reign is more important than any individual’s rights. °*““Righteousness
and peace and joy” could refer to what God has done and is doing for us, but the context seems to
focus on what we need to do.

®IThis could mean being approved by “weak” brethren, but a wider application seems
necessary. ©?0Oikodomg is translated “edification” in 15:2. ®*Vine, 194. ®*Allen, 288. ®In the Greek
text, “for the sake of food™ is placed first in the sentence to give the phrase emphasis. *Vine, 164.
7Paul’s focus was on the fact that what we do affects our fellow Christians: We are to build up
“one another” (14:19); we are not to “destroy ... him for whom Christ died” (14:15). ®*“Offense”
is from proskomma (see comments on 14:13). Verse 21 uses the general word for “wine,” otvog
(oinos). A common table drink in those days was wine mixed with water. Some speculate that one
reason for this was that pure water was not always available. An appendix on oinos is included in
McGuiggan, 485-94. ®Morris, 491.

7IC. F. Keil, The Book of Daniel, trans. M. G. Easton, Biblical Commentary on the Old
Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1959), 80. "?Adapted from
Richard Rogers, Paid in Full: A Commentary on Romans (Lubbock, Tex.: Sunset Institute Press,
2002), 192. "Instead of “have as your own conviction,” the Greek text simply means “have by
yourself.” 7Some believe that the last part of Romans 14:22 should be interpreted like this: “Happy
is he who lives according to his conscience.” "*Morris, 492. 7*Coy Roper, “How Christians Can
Disagree Without the Church Disintegrating,” Truth for Today 10, no. 1 (June 1989): 39. 7’Stott,
368. Since it is not always clear who is “strong” and who is “weak” on any issue, each of us should
constantly compare his beliefs with God’s Word and strive to bring those beliefs closer to God’s will.
78Allen, 289. ™Vine, 336. *This phrasing, also used in the title, was based on Coy Roper, 35-39.

81As Paul continued the discussion, he used the word “neighbor” (15:2), perhaps indicating
that wider application can be made. $*McGuiggan, 403. 3The points used in this section of the
lesson were adapted from Deason, 312; and Charles R. Swindoll, Relating to Others in Love: A
Study of Romans 12—16 (Fullerton, Calif.: Insight for Living, 1985), 40. 34Coy Roper, 37. $3These
illustrations were suggested by A. G. Hobbs, Jr., in his tract “Is Conscience a Safe Guide?” (Fort
Worth, Tex.: By the Author, n.d.), 1-5. 3¢“Strong” does not mean knowledgeable in all matters,
but rather just in the matter under consideration. It is possible to have a “strong (knowledgeable)
conscience” in one matter and a “weak (ignorant) conscience” in another. This may be why rwo
topics are used as illustrations in Romans 14; 15: Jewish Christians had strong consciences in the
matter of eating meat sacrificed to idols, but weak consciences regarding observing special Jewish
feast days. On the other hand, Gentile Christians had weak consciences in the matter of eating meat
sacrificed to idols, but strong consciences regarding observing special Jewish feast days. ®’Read
the text carefully: If I believe a certain action to be wrong, it is not necessarily wrong for others,
but it is automatically wrong for me. $¥Roland H. Bainton, Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1950), 144. ¥Evertt Huffard, “Life Maturity and the Family,” class
taught at Eastside church of Christ, Midwest City, Oklahoma, 25 April 2004. *°Henry Clay, speech
in the Senate (1850); quoted in John Bartlett, Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations, 16th ed., ed. Justin
Kaplan (Boston: Little, Brown, and Co., 1992), 389.

?'Remember that we are not talking about eating “vegetables only” as a dietary preference.
Do not forget that matters of opinion are under consideration. It is, of course, of the utmost
importance to be right on matters of faith. *I heard Batsell Barrett Baxter relate this in a lecture at
Abilene Christian College around 1955. **In some parts of the world, the police and army may be
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so corrupt that most Christians believe they cannot be part of either without compromising their
faith. >Adapted from Jim Townsend, Romans: Let Justice Roll Down (Elgin, IIl.: David C. Cook
Publishing Co., 1988), 93.
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