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IThe next section, 3:9-20, is more general in nature (3:9b, 19b) but still gives special attention
to the Jews (3:9a, 19a, 20a). 2Douglas J. Moo, Romans, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 2000), 103. 3The Analytical Greek Lexicon (London:
Samuel Bagster & Sons, 1971), 317. *W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, and William White, Jr., Vine s
Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1985), 15. 3See John MacArthur, Jr., Romans 1—8, The MacArthur New Testament
Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1991), 168; Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 153. ®MacArthur, 169. "James R. Edwards,
Romans, New International Biblical Commentary (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1992),
83. 8James D. Smart, Doorway to a New Age: A Study of Paul’s Letter to the Romans (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1972), 56. °The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 314. '’Edwards, 83.

1See comments on 3:31. '“Will it?” is not in the original text. It is supplied by the translators
because this particular kind of sentence in the Greek has an implied answer. '*In an earlier word
study, it was noted that piszis (“faith”) is sometimes translated as “faithful” (full of faith). '“Ed-
wards, 88. 1*The Greek word for “God” is not found in the original text. As one who had grown up
with the Ten Commandments, Paul would have been unlikely to use the name of God in this type
of expression. '®Ancient manuscripts have this title for Psalm 51: “A Psalm of David, when Nathan
the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.” The story is found in 2 Samuel
12:1-15. '"Moses E. Lard, Commentary on Paul’s Letter to Romans (Lexington, Ky.: N.p., 1875;
reprint, Delight, Ark.: Gospel Light Publishing Co., n.d.), 103. '3“Is He?” is not in the Greek text,
but the words are implied in the Greek construction of the sentence. "Morris, 161. 2°Ibid., 157-58.

21John Calvin, The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans, trans. and ed. John Owen
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1948), 116. >?Edwards, 85. >*Morris,
166. 2*The similarity is even more pronounced in the Greek. Both questions begin with ti odv
(i oun, “what then”). 2>Some writers believe “we” indicates that Paul was talking about himself
and other Christians, but the context favors Paul’s identification with his fellow Jews (see 9:3).
Either way, the conclusion remains the same: 4// are “under sin.” 2The Analytical Greek Lexicon
(London: Samuel Bagster & Sons, 1971), 10, 341. ?’MacArthur, 180. **Walter Bauer, A4 Greek-
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English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3d ed., rev. and
ed. Frederick W. Danker (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 1036. 2?Some think that
Romans 3:10, 11 is from a third source: Ecclesiastes 7:20. 3°Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times
of Jesus the Messiah, new updated ed. (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1993), 311.

3IPsalm 53:1-3 reads almost the same way. **The only exceptions are those who are not ac-
countable, such as babies and those with diminished mental capacity. **Richard Rogers, Paid in
Full: A Commentary on Romans (Lubbock, Tex.: Sunset Institute Press, 2002), 56. **Some insist
that “the Law” can only refer to the Torah (the first five books of the Old Testament); but in our text
Paul quoted from Psalms and Isaiah, which he then referred to as “the Law.” Therefore, “the Law”
can refer to more than just the Torah. *For the use of the word “under,” see comments on 3:9.
3C. E. B. Cranfield, Romans: A Shorter Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1985), 67. 3"“Flesh” (cépé&, sarx) will be discussed later in the commentary, but,
here, it just means “person.” 3Literally, verse 20 has “through law.” **This is not the usual word
for “knowledge” (yv@oig, gnasis), but a strengthened form (€rniyvwotg, epigndosis) which means
“to know full well” and suggests “advanced ‘knowledge’ (Vine, 347). “°A “plumb-line” is a line
(string) with a weight on the end. It is held beside a structure to see whether or not the structure is
perfectly straight vertically.

4ID. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Romans: The Righteous Judgment of God (2:1—3:20) (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1989), 198. “?Rogers, 58. “’R. C. Bell, Studies in Ro-
mans (Austin, Tex.: Firm Foundation Publishing House, 1957), 29. *Morris, 177. **See KJV. For
casier readability, most modern translations break the sentence into several sentences. The NASB
translators made two sentences. “®Morris, 173. ‘Moo, 125. “Edwards, 97. “Romans 1:17 uses
present tense (“is revealed”), referring to the revelation of God’s righteousness in the preaching of
the gospel. Romans 3:21 uses past tense (“has been manifested”), referring to the manifestation
of God’s righteousness in the death of Jesus (a past event). *°John R. W. Stott, The Message of
Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IlL.: Inter-
Varsity Press, 1994), 109 (emphasis added).

31Vine, 390. >The Greek text has the words for “Jesus Christ” in the genitive case, which can
be translated either “of Jesus Christ” (subjective) or “in Jesus Christ” (objective). In this passage,
it may be either subjective or objective. *Morris, 175-76. 34J. D. Thomas, Romans, The Living
Word (Austin, Tex.: R. B. Sweet Co., 1965), 27. >*The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 17. >*Vine, 576.
37D. Stuart Briscoe, Romans, The Communicator’s Commentary (Waco, Tex.: Word Books, 1982),
89. 3C. G. Wilke and Wilibald Grimm, 4 Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, trans. and
rev. Joseph Henry Thayer (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1901; reprint, Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker
Book House, 1977), 478. >*American Heritage Dictionary, 4th ed. (2002), s.v. “transgress.” The
Analytical Greek Lexicon, 420.

1 Briscoe, 89. %G. Schrenk, “dikaiéo,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament,
ed. Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, trans. and abr. Geoftrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 175. %Stott told of the sixteenth-century debate
regarding whether God actually makes us righteous (the Catholic position) or whether He counts
us as righteous (the Reformer position) (Stott, 127). *Morris, 178. ¢J. D. Thomas, Class Notes,
Romans, Abilene Christian College (1955). °“H. Conzelmann, “chdris,” in Theological Dictionary
of the New Testament, 1298-1301. ¢7Ibid., 1304 (emphasis added). **MacArthur, 208-9. *Quoted
in Bell, 31. "Metonymy is a figure of speech in which one thing stands for something else that is
closely related. For example, in the US, when one says that “the White House” did something, he
is actually referring to the President.

7John A. Mackay, God's Order: The Ephesian Letter and This Present Time (New York:
Macmillano., 1953), 97. "*Vine, 564. Edwards, 104. 7There is some question whether “in His
blood” should be placed after “propitiation” or “faith” (see KJV). The statement resulting from
either placement is consistent with biblical teaching elsewhere, so it is not a question that should
concern us. These texts do not use exactly the same form of the Greek word translated “propi-
tiation” in Romans 3:25, but they use words from the same family. *When one enters any new
field of endeavor, he must learn some distinctive terms. Think of learning to read ... or farm ... or
drive a car ... or use a computer. The same is true in religion. "American Heritage Dictionary,
4th ed. (2002), s.v. “propitiation.” 7*F. Biischel, “hilasté rion,” in Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament, 364. "That question is discussed in Morris, 181-82; Stott, 113—14. $¥*Moo, 133.

8IF. F. Bruce, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, 2d ed. The Tyndale New Testament Com-
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mentaries (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1985), 100. $2Stott, 115.
$bid. #Vine, 153. *°In the Greek text, the words translated “in the forbearance of God” are at
the beginning of verse 26, but they modify the thought at the end of verse 25, so the NASB
translators inserted the words in verse 25. %Some think “the sins previously committed” refers
to sins committed by individuals before they became Christians. However, in this passage, the
contrast seems to be between then (before Christ) and now (after Christ’s coming). *"Briscoe,
94-95. %Quoted in William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, rev. ed., The Daily Study Bible
(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975), 59. $Edwards, 106. *°MacArthur, 218.

bid., 205. %?American Heritage Dictionary, 4th ed. (2002), s.v. “boast.” **Adapted from
William Hendriksen, Exposition of Pauls Epistle to the Romans, New Testament Commentary
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1981), 135. *“These expressions are from MacArthur,
220.%Jim McGuiggan, The Book of Romans, Looking Into The Bible Series (Lubbock, Tex.: Mon-
tex Publishing Co., 1982), 137. **Adapted from Hendriksen, 135. *’This is an illustration found in
many books, including Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton,
I11.: Victor Books, 1989), 524. **Paul may have used the plural “we” here to refer to all inspired
speakers and writers—or he may have used “we” in an “editorial” sense, as he did in 3:8, to refer
only to himself. **“Maintain” is translated from Aoyilopan (logizomai), which means “to count,
calculate” (The Analytical Greek Lexicon, 249). This is a key word in chapter 4; we will discuss it
in that context. '°Ibid., 440.

10'Edward Mote, “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less,” Songs of Faith and Praise, comp. and
ed. Alton H. Howard (West Monroe, La.: Howard Publish-ing Co., 1994). 192“Monotheism” refers
to the belief that there is just one God: “only” or “one” (uoévog, monos) plus “God” (0€dg, theos).
103“Shema” is the Hebrew word for “hear” (wiy, shema ), the word with which Deuteronomy 6:4
begins. '“The original text has literally “the circumcision” and “the uncircumcision” (see KJV).
105The text says that Jews are justified “by [ék, ek] faith” while Gentiles are justified “through [ic,
dia] faith.” Some have tried to find significance in the fact that two different Greek prepositions are
used, but Paul was probably just using synonyms for variety (as most writers do).
106Bruce, Romans, 95. 'Ibid., 95-96. 'N. Tom Wright, New Tasks for a Renewed Church
(London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1992), 168. '“Adapted from Halford E. Luccock, Preaching
Values in the Epistles of Paul, vol. 1, Romans and First Corinthians (New York: Harper & Broth-
ers, 1959), 37-38. ''%In John’s epistles, one error he was exposing was antinomianism (see, for
instance, 1 Jn. 3:4, 10; 5:2, 3).

" As in 3:8 and 3:28, Paul may have been using “we” either in a plural or an “editorial”
sense. ''?Vine, 3. '’Bauer, 525. "Vine, 207. '"*Barclay’s translation has “Do we then through
faith completely cancel out all law?” (Barclay, 60). ''®Adapted from McGuiggan, 139. ' Although
he did not directly address this matter in Romans, he did give strong indications of his thoughts
on it—as we shall see in our discussion of 7:1-6. '"8Adapted from Stott, 121. '"°H. Kleinknecht,
“némos,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 646. *°Vine, 354.

2l gmerican Heritage Dictionary, 4th ed. (2002), s.v. “law.” 2Moo, 87. '**Thomas, Ro-
mans, 48. '**These five books are called “The Books of Law” or “The Pentateuch.” '**Vine,
354-55. '2Bauer, 677. '?7Vine, 355. '2W. Gutbrod, “ndmos,” in Theological Dictionary of the
New Testament, 652. '**Bruce, Romans, 51. 3°Adapted from MacArthur, 187.

13ICharles R. Swindoll, Coming to Terms with Sin: A Study of Romans 1—5 (Anaheim, Ca-
Iif.: Insight for Living, 1999), 44. 3?Bert Kalmar, “Three Little Words,” © 1930, Warner Bros.;
© 1958, Edwin H. Morris & Co., MPL Communications. '3*A more thorough discussion is given
in “The Center of God’s Love” in David Roper, Jesus Christ and Him Crucified (Arvada, Colo.:
Christian Communications, 1976). **D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Romans: Atonement and Justifica-
tion (3:20—4:25) (London: Banner of Truth Trust, 1970), 25. '3°See 6:21, 22; 7:5, 6; 16:25-27;
Gal. 4:8, 9; Eph. 5:8; Col. 1:21, 22 [“yet ... now”]; 3:7, 8; Heb. 12:26; 1 Pet. 2:10; 2:25. 3*Moo,
135. ¥7A. M. Toplady, “Rock of Ages,” Songs of Faith and Praise, comp. and ed. Alton H. How-
ard (West Monroe, La.: Howard Publishing Co., 1994). *¥Edwards, 102. '*Adapted from John T.
Carroll and James R. Carroll, Preaching the Hard Sayings of Jesus (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson
Publishers, 1996), 17. '4°Paul Lee Tan, Encyclopedia of 7,700 Illustrations (Rockville, Maryland:
Assurance Publishers, 1979), 1287.

“'Wiersbe, 523. '“Jimmy Allen, Survey of Romans, 7th ed. (Searcy, Ark.: By the author,
1994), 55. *Philip Yancey, What’s So Amazing About Grace? (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zonder-
van, 1997), 13. *4John Newton, “Amazing Grace,” Songs of Faith and Praise, comp. and ed.
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Alton H. Howard (West Monroe, La.: Howard Publishing Co., 1994). %Fritz Ridenour, ed.,
How to Be a Christian Without Being Religious (Glendale, Calif.: G/L Publications, 1967), 27.
14In Hebrews 13:15, 16, praising God and helping others are referred to as sacrifices we make to
God—but these are not blood sacrifices. The same is true for the spiritual sacrifice mentioned in
Romans 12:1, 2. '“"Jesus did not take physical blood into God’s spiritual domain. This is figura-
tive language. '**F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Hebrews, The New International Commentary
on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1964), 222-23.
A classic story tells of Lycurgus, an ancient king of Sparta, whose son broke a law that was
punishable by inflicted blindness. The prince was blinded in one eye, but the king gave one of his
own eyes to spare his son from the full penalty of the law. (James Burton Coftman, Commentary
on Romans [Austin, Tex.: Firm Foundation Publishing House, 1973], 134.) **MacArthur, 117-18.

151 Adapted from David F. Burgess, comp., Encyclopedia of Sermon Illustrations (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1988), 211. '2John David Stewart, 4 Study of Major Religious
Beliefs in America, The Living Word (Austin, Tex.: R. B. Sweet Co., 1962), 32. '3This famous
statement is found in the original preface of Martin Luther’s German New Testament (1522).
See E. Theodore Bachmann and Helmut T. Lehmann, eds., Luther'’s Works, vol. 35, Word and
Sacrament I (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1960), 362, 395-97. 4J. W. McGarvey and Philip Y.
Pendleton, Thessalonians, Corinthians, Galatians and Romans, The Standard Bible Commentary
(Cincinnati: Standard Publishing, n.d.), 323.
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